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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2010
2010 was quite a year for the reproductive health community. The fight for freedom of choice contin-
ued as we saw unprecedented attacks on our reproductive rights across the country. Although this was
certainly a difficult time, Medical Students for Choice and its members never wavered in the face of
such extreme opposition. At our chapters in the US, Canada and overseas, student groups hosted lec-
tures, papaya workshops, and panel discussions in record numbers to educate
their classmates and communities. Attendance increased at regional meetings
and the Annual Meeting. I joined fellow MSFC members in Washington,
DC with other choice groups to lobby members of the US Congress to en-
sure access to reproductive health services for all women and men. And more
and more of our members committed to becoming abortion providers in the
future. I HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE PROUD TO STAND WITH MSFC. 

At 17 years old, MSFC is certainly a force to be reckoned with. WE ARE AND
REMAIN THE ONLY ORGANIZATION THAT FOCUSES PURELY ON CREATING
ABORTION PROVIDERS AND PRO-CHOICE PHYSICIANS OF TOMORROW. Our
Reproductive Health Externship continues to grow, giving medical students across
the country exposure to counseling and abortion services at clinics and hospitals. We continue to form
positive relationships with other pro-choice organizations on and off campus, combining our efforts to
educate more students on a wide range of topics. Our amazing staff keeps growing and is constantly
working to further support the student groups, our mission, and the financial health of the organiza-
tion. We are now at 134 chapters in the US and Canada, and 6 overseas. 

I’m excited for what the future of MSFC holds. As we begin a new year, we will revisit our strategic
plan for the next five years, continue to expand our student chapters around the world, and continue
to provide exciting hands-on opportunities for our student members. However, we could not do the
work we do without help from supporters like you. Your support is not only incredibly meaningful to
our organization and the work we do, but also sends a powerful message—you believe in ensuring all
women have access to safe reproductive health care. WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE CAN CONTINUE TO
CREATE TOMORROW’S ABORTION PROVIDERS AND PRO-CHOICE PHYSICIANS.

In Choice,

Megan Evans, MD 
The George Washington School of Medicine, 2011



MSFC’S MISSION
Creating tomorrow’s abortion providers and pro-choice physicians.

MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE (MSFC), an
international advocacy organization, has worked 
to create tomorrow’s abortion providers and 
pro-choice physicians for over 17 years and now
has established chapters on 140 medical school
campuses across the US, Canada, and overseas.
MSFC is dedicated to ensuring that women receive
the full range of reproductive healthcare choices. 

“MSFC is one of the best organizations in existence
for medical students, and their reach goes beyond
borders. I asked for, and received much help even
while studying overseas. Thank you so much for
being a supportive resource when so many others,
including my own medical school, shy away.”
MSFC International School Group Leader

The training, mentorship and education that MSFC provides has given
thousands of medical students and residents the support and
resources they need to become providers, to overcome barriers in
accessing training, and to integrate ways to improve women’s access
to abortion within their own specialties and medical practices.

“As a medical student, it is easy to feel lost in the midst of the
predominantly conservative, often male-driven culture of medicine.
Through MSFC, I have found a community of physicians and students
who share a passion not only for reproductive justice, but all the

issues that are closely tied to reproductive rights:
women's health, healthcare access, health
inequities, feminism, and social justice. I cannot say enough about the
contributions that MSFC has and will make to the betterment of reproductive
health education and access. On a personal level, it is the organization that
has been most powerfully responsible for my personal, social and career-
oriented development in medical school.” 
MSFC School Group Member



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Student Organizing
Medical Students for Choice has experienced an unprecedented growth in interest from med-
ical students outside the US and Canada this past year, including a new international group
at Trinity College Dublin. In response to that interest, we are working to develop plans to in-
corporate a broader international perspective to our student group support. Abortion and
family planning education is limited in all these international schools, so we will be looking
for ways to support curriculum change work in a broader array of cultural contexts.

MSFC continues to create and revitalize school groups across
North America. Through constant outreach efforts, MSFC es-
tablished or revitalized fifteen chapters in 2010 and now
MSFC groups can be found on 140 medical school campuses
in eight countries. With more than 950 campus events taking
place in 2010, Medical Students for Choice continues to en-
gage and educate thousands of medical students on compre-
hensive reproductive health topics.

MSFC is working with several national organizations in the US
to ensure that our medical student members are aware of proposed restrictions on abortion
access in state and federal legislatures. In addition, many of our student groups are affiliated
with their local Planned Parenthood and NARAL advocacy alert programs. The unprece-
dented number of harmful laws being pro-
posed has raised this programmatic effort
to a priority for the next year.

“In MSFC I found an amazing and
supportive community of my peers and
fabulous role models. My experiences
through local chapter programming and
national conventions has helped me tailor
my education and stay committed to
women's reproductive health and justice.”
Second year medical student-Arizona

Annual Meeting
The 2010 Annual Meeting was held in Chicago, IL during the first week of December and
drew over 400 students and residents from across the US and Canada. The Student Organiz-
ing staff awarded scholarships to 113 students representing 37 schools in order to defray costs
associated with attending the meeting. Staff prioritized these scholarships for students from
newly-formed chapters, those from rural areas, and those who receive little to no financial
support from their institutions. With over 20 unique sessions to choose from, attendees were
able to gain knowledge in abortion and family planning as well as policy and advocacy. 



Resident Support
In addition to inviting residents to serve as faculty for our meetings and events, MSFC staff
continually design new outreach strategies to communicate with residents and support 
residents on their path to abortion provision. In 2010, MSFC had 10 residents attend the
Annual Meeting and 9 served as faculty. This is an effective way for MSFC to engage our 
resident alumni while ensuring students have an opportunity to learn from other MSFC’ers
who faced barriers accessing training
on their path to providing abortions. 

The staff continues to work with 
residents to support their training
needs on a case by case basis.
Through this increased outreach and
stewardship, we continue to grow
the number of residents participat-
ing in the RHE program. We work
closely with the Midwest Access 
Project, the Center for Reproductive
Health Education In Family Medi-
cine, the Ryan Residency Program,
and other national programs to 
expand the support we provide to
residents who are encountering 
barriers to abortion training. 

“MSFC has made me a more caring and compassionate physician and has inspired me to
provide abortions when I complete my residency training.” MSFC Resident

Reproductive Health Externship 
The Reproductive Health Externship (RHE) program increases the number of abortion
providers in the US and Canada by providing intensive clinical training opportunities in
abortion care to pro-choice medical students. Since its inception in 1995, 89% of RHE 
externs have reported that they are more likely to provide abortion services in their future
practice as a result of the program.

MSFC established 13 new training sites in 2010, including five in the Midwest, one in the
South, and four in the Northeast. Over the last 17 years, MSFC has provided over 
900 students and residents with the skills necessary to provide safe, legal abortions with over
60 participants in 2010. This program would not be possible without the myriad of hospi-
tals, clinics, and doctors willing to take on externs in the name of comprehensive reproduc-
tive health care, and the dedicated MSFC donors who help fund this essential program.

“This experience has really opened my eyes to the importance of abortion providers. 
The fact that the doctors had such confidence in my abilities helped to instill confidence in
myself. It made me wake up in the morning proud to show up and be a part of the abortion
providing community.” Third year medical student-Israel 



Collaborations
2010 was one of the most challenging state legislative sessions for women’s access to abortion
in many years. MSFC continues to collaborate with The Center for Reproductive Rights
(CRR), ACLU chapters, and the Planned Parenthood and NARAL public policy programs to
provide a medical student voice and perspective in strategic state-by-state lobbying efforts re-
lated to legislation limiting women’s access to reproductive healthcare. As you know, medical
students have a unique voice in these efforts that is often not heard and MSFC is working to
change that, ensuring that our members are prepared to stand up in the face of opposition.
We continue to work closely with CRR and local advocacy networks to activate medical 
student activists to oppose harmful legislation in the state legislatures as they work to prepare
for implementation of the state insurance exchanges under health reform.

More recently, MSFC’s student groups are collaborating with faculty and their local repro-
ductive health community to develop “free women’s health clinics” and community clinic
electives in order to give medical students some direct experience providing reproductive
health care and advice
to the women-in-
need in their 
communities. This
developing strategy
is exciting to many
of our student
groups because it is
an opportunity to
educate more med-
ical students on 
reproductive health
care while serving the
community in a way that
is accepted by medical school administrators.



“I appreciate and am humbled by the courage of medical
students who would place their lives on the line to be able to
offer reproductive services to women. That is why I donate.”

MSFC donor and ally

INCOME
Individual & Trust Contributions $227,000 10%

Foundation Grants $2,003,000 86%

Annual Meeting $36,000 2%

Interest & Dividend Income $28,000 1%

Net gains (losses) on investments $22,000 1%

TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT $2,316,000 

EXPENSES
Externship $75,000 8%

Outreach & Communications $92,000 9%

Student Organizing $606,000 61%

Management & General $82,000 8%

Fund Development $133,000 13%

TOTAL EXPENSES $988,000 

CHANGE IN 
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS $1,328,000

FUND BALANCES
Temporarily Restricted Funds $1,278,000 

Unrestricted Funds $2,334,000 

TOTAL FUND BALANCES $3,612,000 Outreach and
Communications
9% Externship  

8%

Student Organizing
61%

Management
& General

8%Fund
Development  
13%
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We would like to thank the thousands of individual medical students,
doctors, donors, and allies who support MSFC through financial
contributions. Your support makes our programming possible!
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