
A N N U A L R E P O R T

2 0 1 1

EDUCATING BEYOND
THE CLASSROOM



CREATING TOMORROW’S ABORTION
PROVIDERS AND PRO-CHOICE PHYSICIANS
Since the beginning, MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE has
been a student-driven, grassroots organization and we depend
on passionate student leaders to further our mission. Dedicated
to making abortion training available at their medical schools, a
group of student activists founded MSFC in 1993. 

In the 18 years since its inception, Medical Students for Choice
has expanded to more than ¾ of the medical school campuses
in North America and is active at schools in 10 countries. Every
year, our chapters organize over 1,000 educational events world-
wide, ensuring that abortion and family planning education has
a presence on their campuses. 

We have educated thousands of students, made cur-
riculum changes on 120 campuses, and made major
inroads toward changing the culture of the medical
community around abortion care. MSFC alumni
have entered the medical world as abortion providers
and pro-choice physicians, serving as mentors and
advocates for the continuing work of MSFC student
activists. 

The high caliber of MSFC members’ extracurricular
education and activism is now well known across the
medical community, and MSFC activists are highly
sought candidates for 100+ residency programs in
North America.

“I still remember my first MSFC conference — I remember

listening to some graduated fellows at a seminar and thinking 

‘I want to be just like those women’ but having no idea that I was

going to be doing what they do and be so involved at this point of

my life. It just sort of happened, and I think that early exposure

was critical to giving me the inspiration to pursue this path.”

“I came to medical school

knowing I wanted to be an

abortion provider. In

retrospect, I’m not sure 

I would have achieved that

goal without MSFC. MSFC

provided motivation,

support, and key leadership

and advocacy skills. The

organization was formative

in my development as a

physician, abortion provider

and pro-choice advocate.”

“I think it would be impossible

to overestimate the impact of

MSFC on my career. Learning

about the issues of justice and

barriers to access surrounding

abortion inspired my choice in

specialty, residency and job.”
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UPDATE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we look back on 2011, it is hard not to focus on the barrage of attacks on reproductive
healthcare that marred the political landscape and brought to bear the importance of
MSFC activists and our colleagues in the fight for choice. Despite troubles faced at both
the national and state level, our members were not deterred from
our mission: creating tomorrow’s abortion providers and pro-
choice physicians. These troubles will not overshadow the
tremendous grassroots success our students are experiencing at
this critical juncture in the fight for reproductive health access
and education.

I am incredibly proud to be part of the leadership of Medical
Students for Choice at a time of such impressive and meaningful
growth. MSFC has grown to 150 chapters, providing education,
training and support in the United States, Canada, and eight other countries! Our
passionate student leadership has made the MSFC name known worldwide, and our
dedicated staff has worked to cultivate relationships with medical students as far away as
India. As our presence continues to grow, we are able to see the direct impact our students
are making on the medical landscape. This is good news for women, families, and 
for all of us who believe that comprehensive education in family planning is critical for
medical students.

After 18 years, we are seeing our impact most clearly in our impressive and widely spread
alumni. These former student leaders of MSFC are now stepping up to leadership positions
within the reproductive health community, both in the United States and across the globe.
Many of our wonderful alumni are not only providing a full range of reproductive health
options for patients and families, they are creating opportunities for mentorship and
training of our current medical students and residents as well. At Medical Students for
Choice, we are proud that our method of fostering enthusiastic student leadership has lead
to a sustainable model of mentoring through residency and beyond.

To you, our tremendous supporters and constant champions, thank you. MSFC could not
have become the organization it is today without you, and our future would not be so
impossibly bright without your support. Thank you for helping us show the world that
without providers, there is no choice.

With best wishes,

EMILY KETTERER, President

Wayne State University School of Medicine



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Student Organizing
MSFC has gone from three student groups in 1993 to
148 chapters in 2011, all supported by a Program team
of four staff members. In the past year, we have seen a
tremendous increase in interest overseas, and we now
proudly support 13 international chapters representing
schools from the Caribbean to India. Our international

expansion facilitates unique
experiences for students
studying overseas and
opportunities for
international family
planning education for our
North American chapters.
To support an increasingly
global MSFC community,
our Program staff created
new fact sheets and
presentations to educate our

grassroots on the specific issues
facing international activists. One of the critical roles
that MSFC chapters fulfill is planning educational events
on their campuses that fill the gaps in their formal
curricula. This year our groups reported holding more
than 1,000 educational events — meaning that on
average our students held 3.8 events per semester!

Reproductive Health Externship
Funding Program
Medical Students for Choice created developed
the Reproductive Health Externship (RHE)
Funding Program in 1995 to supplement medical
school and residency education and to ensure that
medical students and residents receive a compre-
hensive medical education that includes abortion
care. Since then, the RHE Funding Program has
funded over 1,000 externs seeking clinical expo-
sure to abortion training. In 2011, the funding
program awarded stipends to 77 medical students
and residents. This year, an MSFC alumna culti-
vated a partnership with the British Pregnancy
Advisory Service (bpas), creating opportunities for
our students studying overseas to participate in externships in one of
nineteen bpas clinics located throughout the UK. Previously, students
traveled to the US or Canada in order to participate in an externship.

“MSFC greatly

influenced me and my

career by educating

and motivating me to

become an abortion

provider. Abortion

provision and

reproductive health

have been the most

personally fulfilling

and intellectually

stimulating portion of

my career so far.”

“MSFC really made me

more aware of barriers

in the medical

community itself as we

had some unsupportive

med students when we

tried to implement

curriculum change.”



Through our arrangement with bpas, medical
students studying in the UK and surrounding
countries can now gain clinical experience
much closer to home. 

Resident Support
Medical Students for Choice supports
residents’ training needs on a case by case basis.
For example, MSFC currently funds an
Adolescent Medicine Fellow at the University
of Rochester to receive training once a week
for the next two years through a partnership
with Planned Parenthood of Rochester/Syracuse
and MSFC alumna Rachael Phelps, MD. As a result of our increased
outreach and stewardship, a growing number of residents express interest
participating in our RHE program. We also continue to work closely with
the Midwest Access Project, the Reproductive Health Access Project, the
Ryan Residency Program and other national programs to expand the support
we provide to residents encountering barriers to abortion training. 

Annual Meeting
MSFC held the 2011 Annual Meeting November 5-6 in Baltimore, MD. 
This year, the 356 conference registrants represented 86 medical schools across
the United States, Canada, Cuba, Bulgaria, Israel and Ireland. To defray costs

associated with
attending the
meeting,
program staff
awarded
scholarships to
students from
39 schools. 
As in

years
past, staff prioritized scholarships for students from newly-formed
chapters, those from rural areas, and those who receive little to no
financial support from their institutions. 

MSFC held our first-ever International Perspectives’ Panel,
moderated by Dr. Patricia Lohr, current Medical Director of bpas
and the 2011 MSFC Alumni Award recipient. The panel featured
students from Cuba, Ireland, Israel, and Bulgaria and allowed all
attendees of the conference to come together to discuss family
planning and medical student education and training issues in a
broader context. 

“I was constantly discovering the limits of my knowledge which allowed me to

reflect on how best to move past those boundaries and learn as much as possible

about reproductive health.”

“Hearing their

individual stories,

their reasons and life

situations really

made me understand

how important it is

that access to

comprehensive

family planning be

available to every

woman.”



Collaborations
More than 70% of our chapters collaborated with one or more allied community or
campus organizations on events and curriculum change efforts. MSFC at the University of
Toledo, a new chapter, co-hosted an event with LSRJ on the Intersection of Politics and
Women’s Health in Ohio. At the national office, active collaborations with RCRC and
Advocates for Youth promoted Building a Movement for Reproductive Justice, a piloted
training program in Florida and Washington DC. Staff coordinated with the ACLU Clara
Bell Duvall Reproductive Freedom Project and the Virginia Coalition to Protect Women’s
Health on days of Action in Pennsylvania and Virginia. This spring, MSFC was a founding
member of the Silver Ribbon Campaign and participated in its Virtual March with 
70 other reproductive justice organizations. MSFC fosters ongoing national cooperative
relationships with the Society of Family Planning, 
the Center for Reproductive Rights, the ACLU, and
Planned Parenthood Federation of America.

“[The Annual Meeting] is a

really incredible opportunity to

learn and be in a safe,

supportive environment.”

“It was great meeting people

from other parts of the world

who are facing similar issues.”



“Without MSFC I would know remarkably little about family planning. This is due not
only to the expansive educational opportunities afforded to me directly through the

organization, but also thanks to the curriculum reform enacted at my medical school by
MSFC members. Thanks to MSFC the world will have one more progressive, proactive

physician who provides comprehensive family planning care.”

INCOME
Individual & Trust Contributions $232,737 39%

Foundation Grants $299,552 51%

Annual Meeting Reg and Misc. $33,280 6%

Interest & Dividend Income $29,924 5%

Net gains (losses) on investments $(5,385) –1%

TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT $590,108

EXPENSES
Externship $132,466 12%

Outreach and Communications $61,631 6%

Student Organizing $670,619 62%

Management & General $80,416 7%

Fund Development $135,710 13%

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,080,842

CHANGE IN 
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS $(490,734)

FUND BALANCES
Temporarily Restricted Funds $742,497 

Unrestricted Funds $2,378,856 

TOTAL FUND BALANCES $3,121,353 
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We are tremendously grateful for the support of our thousands of activists,
donors and allies who support MSFC through generous financial
contributions. Your support helps make choice a reality!



2011 Foundation Supporters

1661 Foundation

The Vladimir and Araxia Buckhantz Foundation

The Educational Foundation of America

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Huber Foundation

The Libra Foundation

Roth Family Foundation

The Scherman Foundation, Inc.

The Tides Foundation-Alki Fund

CREDO/Working Assets

2011 Board 
of Directors
President

Emily Ketterer
Wayne State University School

of Medicine

Past-President

Megan Evans, MD
George Washington University

Vice-President

Kristen Eckstrand
Vanderbilt Medical Scientist

Training Program

Treasurer

Miquia Henderson
Washington University 

in St. Louis

Christ-Ann Magloire, MD
Jessie Trice Community Health Center

Johana Oviedo
Stanford University

Sondra Goldschein, JD
American Civil Liberties Union

Reza Safavi
University of New Mexico

David Turok, MD, MPH
University of Utah Department of

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Heidi Printz, PhD
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte

Jane Napoli, SPHR
Planned Parenthood Southeastern

Pennsylvania

Rachel Simpson
University of Arizona College of

Medicine  — Phoenix 

Ghazaleh Moayedi
University of North Texas Health

Science Center

p. o. box 40188 
philadelphia, pa 19106-0188 
email: students@ms4c.org 
phone: 215.625.0800 
www.ms4c.org

Eva Seto
University of Toronto

Natasha Bhuyan
University of Arizona College of

Medicine — Tucson

Melissa Figueroa
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Emily Young
NOVA Southeastern College of

Osteopathic Medicine

Jennifer Paul
Rush Medical College


