
MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE 

CATHOLIC HOSPITALS  

EVENT PLANNING GUIDE 
 

Event ideas: 

 Host a discussion about the negative effects of Catholic Hospitals on communities lacking secular 
hospitals. 

 Host a showing of Sacred Choices which discusses reproductive rights through the lens of different 
faiths and talk about the imposition of faith on patients within Catholic hospitals. 
 

Resources: 

 Catholics for Choice: Catholic Healthcare Report 

 ACLU: Health Care Denied – Patients and Physician’s Speak Out About Catholic Hospitals 

 MergerWatch: The Growth of Catholic Hospitals and the Threat to Repro Health Care (2013) 

 MergerWatch: Growth of Catholic Hospitals and Health Systems (2016 Update) 
o MergerWatch monitors Catholic hospitals and their merging with secular hospitals in certain 

communities.  They advocate and community organize to stop these merges. 

 ANSIRH: Religious Restrictions and Reproductive Health 

 Sacred Choices (DVD and VHS) 58 minutes.  Includes a discussion guide. Email students@msfc.org 
for access.  
 

A month prior to the event… 

 Choose a date that works with your school schedule and with the schedule of your event facilitator. 

 Reserve a room. 

 Advertise!  
 

The day of the event… 

 Host a discussion, screen a video, or both! 

 Get a list of the participants to add to your mailing list. 
 

After the event… 

 Follow up with MSFC by sending us photos, a testimonial, or a short write-up to students@msfc.org!  

1 in 6 hospital beds in the U.S. is in a Catholic hospital. Catholic hospitals, and affiliates, must comply with a 

set of ‘Directives’ issued by U.S. bishops which prohibit doctors to perform certain procedures, including: 

performing abortions, providing contraception, ending ectopic pregnancies, sterilization, etc. For many 

people catholic hospitals are the only hospitals in their area, limiting their access to necessary reproductive 

healthcare. Catholic hospitals, for profit and non-profit, are the only hospitals that are currently growing 

and expanding as they acquire secular hospitals and therefore limiting access to necessary medical 

procedures. These hospitals will even turn away those who are in life threatening situations when abortion 

is necessary because of their beliefs. 

http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/2017_Catholic-Healthcare-Report.pdf
http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/2017_Catholic-Healthcare-Report.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/report/report-health-care-denied?redirect=report/health-care-denied
https://www.aclu.org/report/report-health-care-denied?redirect=report/health-care-denied
http://www.mergerwatch.org/mergerwatch-news/2013/12/18/rise-in-catholic-sponsored-hospitals-threatens-womens-health.html
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/816571/27061007/1465224862580/MW_Update-2016-MiscarrOfMedicine-report.pdf?token=gAWG5aAnZjwfavGdGq0FdUfGTTw%3D
https://www.ansirh.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/restrictions1-29-15nobleed.pdf
mailto:students@msfc.org
mailto:students@msfc.org

