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MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE 

CONSCIENTIOUS PROVISION 

EVENT PLANNING GUIDE 

Utilize a portion or all of Innovating Education’s complete workshop on Conscientious Refusal in Reproductive 

Medicine (link below) to explore the ethical issue of conscientious refusal and how it can affect the provision of 

quality health care. The workshop includes discussion questions on clinical situations involving conscientious refusal, 

a values clarification exercise, and a role-play scenario. Utilize these exercises to explore your ethical and moral role 

as future providers of reproductive health care. Additional articles are provided here as well.  

Event Ideas 

 Utilize the Conscientious Refusal in Reproductive Medicine Workshop (3 Part Workshop) 

 Have a group discussion focusing on conscientious provision versus dishonorable disobedience or 

conscientious refusal or objection 

 Invite an abortion provider to speak on conscientious provision 

 Research your institution’s policies on conscientious refusal in patient care and in the educational setting  

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 

Professional Organizations’ Statements on Conscientious Refusals 

 ACOG The Limits of Conscientious Refusal in Reproductive Medicine  

 

Conscientious Provision 

 Recognizing Conscience in Abortion Provision 

 

Conscientious Objection or Limited Conscientious Refusal 

 When a Health Professional Refuses: Legal and regulatory limits on conscientious objection to provision of 

abortion care 

 Why Refusal to Treat in Reproductive Healthcare is not Conscientious Objection 

 Healthcare Refusals and Contraception: Undermining Quality Care 

 “Conscience Clauses” or “Unconscionable Clauses”: Personal Beliefs Versus Professional Responsibilities 

 NARAL Current Refusal Laws 

 Naral Refusal Laws: Dangerous for Women’s Health 

A month prior to the event… 
 Choose a date that works with your school schedule and with the schedule of your event facilitator. 
 Reserve a room and advertise! 

 
The day of the event… 

 Get a list of the participants to add to your mailing list. 
 

After the event… 
 Follow up with MSFC by sending us photos, a testimonial, or a short write-up to students@msfc.org!  
 

 

  

http://innovating-education.org/2016/03/conscientious-refusal-in-reproductive-medicine/
https://www.acog.org/Resources-And-Publications/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Ethics/The-Limits-of-Conscientious-Refusal-in-Reproductive-Medicine
https://www.acog.org/Resources-And-Publications/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Ethics/The-Limits-of-Conscientious-Refusal-in-Reproductive-Medicine
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1206253
http://www.ipas.org/~/media/Files/Ipas%20Publications/CONOBJE12.ashx
http://www.ipas.org/~/media/Files/Ipas%20Publications/CONOBJE12.ashx
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2213560X14000034
http://www.healthlaw.org/issues/reproductive-health/health-care-refusals/health-care-refusals-and-contraception-undermining-quality-care#.WUl3GuvyvIU
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1132&context=yjhple
https://www.prochoiceamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/4.-Current-Refusal-Laws.pdf
https://www.prochoiceamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/1.-Refusal-Laws-Dangerous-for-Womens-Health.pdf
mailto:students@msfc.org

