
MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE 

FORCED STERILIZATION & EUGENICS 

EVENT PLANNING GUIDE 
 

Event Ideas: 

 Host a journal article discussion session and provide discussion questions such as: how does this history 

impact patient-physician interactions today? 

 Host a screening of The State of Eugenics and listen to an interview with director Dawn Sinclair Shapiro 

 Host a screening of No Más Bebés (MSFC does not currently have the rights to the film, but you may be able 

to find it at your university or a local library.) 

 

Online Resources: 

 Brief Overview of Forced Sterilization in the US 

 The Dark Side of Birth Control – A history of birth control in the US and its ties to eugenics. 

 Backdoor to Eugenics: The Risks of Prenatal Diagnosis for Poor, Black Women – How the advancement of 

genetic counseling technology will affect poor, black women and may perpetuate a history of eugenics and 

racially motivated forced sterilization.  

 Privitization and Punishment in the Era of Reprogenetics – “Both population control programs and genetic 

selection technologies reinforce biological explanations for social problems and place reproductive duties on 

women that shift responsibility for improving social conditions away from the state.” 

 White Women in Robes – An analysis of reproductive rights and white feminism.  

 

Recent History: 

 Debate Renewed about Birth Control in Schools 

 Tennessee Jail is Offering Vasectomies for Reduced Jail Time 

 Female Inmates Sterilized in California Prisons without Approval 

 When California Sterilized 20,000 of its Citizens 

 Taskforce on compensation for sterilization in NC 

 Reproductive Justice Belongs to Everyone (Population Connection Blog Post)  

 

 

If you would like to share photos, a write up, or testimonials from your MSFC event, please send them to 

students@msfc.org. Thank you! 

It is important to acknowledge the history of reproduction in the US as this past continues to affect how patients are 
treated. The US has a racist and classist history of both forced sterilization and forced reproduction, stretching from 
the reproductive control and abuse of African slaves, to the policies of eugenics. The reproductive rights movement is 
often framed as a fight for access to contraception and abortion. This narrow framework ignores the issue of forced 
sterilization, disproportionately inflicted on poor people, people with disabilities, and people of color as recently as 
within the decade. Reproductive justice, a framework developed by women of color, centers the fight for reproductive 
autonomy, which includes the right to have and raise your own children. Use the resources below to raise awareness 
of issues such as eugenics, forced sterilization, and genetic counseling, as well as how the reproductive rights 
movement often ignores the barriers to reproductive freedom placed on marginalized communities.  

https://www.kanopystreaming.com/wayf/product/state-eugenics
http://www.wnyc.org/story/america-shocking-history-eugenics/
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/no-mas-bebes/
http://www.ourbodiesourselves.org/health-info/forced-sterilization/
https://werdbrew.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/aedb0-dorothyroberts.pdf
http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1300&context=djglp
https://eugenicsnewgenics.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/dorothy-roberts-privatization-punishment-in-the-new-age-of-reprogenetics.pdf
https://werdbrew.wordpress.com/2017/07/15/white-women-in-robes/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/sun-investigates/bs-md-ci-school-birth-control-20150606-story.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2017/07/tennessee_jail_s_vasectomy_plan_is_wildly_unethical.html
http://cironline.org/reports/female-inmates-sterilized-california-prisons-without-approval-4917
http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2016/01/06/when-california-sterilized-20000-of-its-citizens/chronicles/who-we-were/
http://www.sterilizationvictims.nc.gov/documents/Preliminary_Report.pdf
http://www.populationconnection.org/reproductive-justice-belongs-everyone/
mailto:students@msfc.org

