
 

The critical shortage of doctors 
providing abortion care threatens 
to make the Roe v. Wade decision 

irrelevant.

•87% of all counties in the US have no 
abortion providers. Even worse, 98% of all 
rural counties in the US have no abortion 
providers.

•Over half of the current abortion providers in 
the US and Canada are approaching the age 
of retirement.

•Physicians who do not know enough to 
explain all medical options to their patients 
with an unplanned pregnancy are making 
the decision for them.

Abortion is one of the most 
common medical procedures yet 
medical students are not being 

trained to provide them.

•Two-thirds of the medical schools in the US 
spend less than 30 minutes of class time on 
all aspects of abortion.

•Education on basic options counseling is 
included in only 1 out 5 medical schools' 
curriculum.

•In that same survey both infertility and viagra 
received more required classtime, on 
average, than contraception or abortion.

•In a recent study, fewer than half of the 
ob/gyns graduating from residencies had 
performed more than 10 elective abortion 
procedures during their first four years of 
training.

Ensuring that physicians are 
prepared to meet the full 

reproductive needs of their women 
patients is just good medical care.

•Only 1 out of 5 medical schools provide 
training in counseling patients with an 
unintended pregnancy.

•Every medical provider will have patients 
who have had, currently want, or some day 
will seek an abortion. And physicians who do 
not do abortions often have patients call 
them with questions following an abortion 
obtained elsewhere. Doctors should know 
how to address patients' concerns 
knowledgeably and comfortably.

•It is not good medical care to force women 
seeking abortions to consult the yellow 
pages.

•Physicians who choose not to provide 
abortion education or counseling to their 
patients have an obligation to refer them to a 
physican who will meet their needs.

To ensure that women receive the full 
range of reproductive health care choices, 
Medical Students for Choice fights to make 
reproductive health care, including 
abortion, a standard part of medical 
education and residency training. 

Medical Students for Choice stands up in the 
face of opposition, working to destigmatize 
abortion provision among medical students and 
residents, and to persuade medical schools and 
residency programs to include abortion as a part 
of the reproductive health services curriculum. 
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